December 26, 2021
Matthew 25:34-40
THANK GOD FOR OUR CHURCH OFFICERS
I.

Introduction:
The Story of The Fourth Wisemen
34

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you
who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the
world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was
a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in
prison and you came to visit me.’
37

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and
invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When
did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
40

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.’
II. Church Officers In The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A)
A. The Role Of Deacon Defined:
G-2.02 DEACONS: THE MINISTRY OF COMPASSION AND
SERVICE
G-2.0201 Deacon Defined
The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of
compassion, witness, and service, sharing in the redeeming
love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the
lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust
policies or structures, or anyone in distress. Persons of
spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary lives, brotherly
and sisterly love, sincere compassion, and sound judgment
should be chosen for this ministry.

B. G-2.03 RULING ELDERS: THE MINISTRY OF DISCERNMENT AND
GOVERNANCE
G-2.0301 Ruling Elder Defined
As there were in Old Testament times elders for the
government of the people, so the New Testament
church provided persons with particular gifts to share in
discernment of God’s Spirit and governance of God’s
people. Accordingly, congregations should elect persons
of wisdom and maturity of faith, having demonstrated
skills in leadership and being compassionate in spirit.
Ruling elders are so named not because they “lord it
over” the congregation (Matt. 20:25), but because they
are chosen by the congregation to discern and measure
its fidelity to the Word of God, and to strengthen and
nurture its faith and life. Ruling elders, together with
ministers of the Word and Sacrament, exercise
leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and
discipline and have responsibilities for the life of a
congregation as well as the whole church, including
ecumenical relationships. When elected by the
congregation, they shall serve faithfully as members of
the session. When elected as commissioners to higher
councils, ruling elders participate and vote with the same
authority as ministers of the Word and Sacrament, and
they are eligible for any office.
III. Conclusion and Application:

