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through a Grateful Commitment
to the Great Commandment and the Great Commission.

Pastor Ted’s Message
OUR HOPE IS IN CHRIST
About 1:00 p.m. on the afternoon of Sunday July 25th, I received
text messages from Keith and June Kuwatani sharing with me that
their aunt, Yae Kuwatani, had just passed away from a heart attack
and that they were at the Emergency Room at CHOMP.
A few minutes later, I met a few of the family members in a private room that the
hospital had provided. It was with great sadness and shock that we gathered around Yae.
Just a few days earlier, Yae had gathered with us for our zoom worship services, bible studies
and prayer meetings. She was always so faithful to support the life and ministries of the
church. At the beginning of Covid and sheltering in place, I would go for walks and often I
would walk by Yae’s home, give her a call, and she would come out so that we could talk on
her porch. We enjoyed talking about “Mr. Curry” and the fun times we enjoyed watching
the Warrior games and attending the Warrior’s Fellowship nights. Yae was always such a
thoughtful and generous person and she will be deeply missed.
2021 has been a difficult year for the El Estero church family. Not only were we
shocked by Yae’s passing, but in the past few months we have also had to say good bye to
Susie Marquez and Johnnie and Emiko Montoya. Recently Ellie Hattori’s brother Wardon also
passed away.
As sad as we are at the passing of our beloved sisters and brother in Christ, we can
also take comfort in the hope that we have in Christ. In 2 Corinthians 5:8 Paul wrote “to
be absent in body is to be present with the Lord.” The very moment that we pass from
this life, we go immediately to be with the Lord in heaven.
That is the great hope that God has given to us. God promises to all who place their
faith and trust in Jesus a life beyond this world. A life so much more beautiful than we can
even think or imagine. A life where there is no sorrow or suffering or mourning or pain.
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A place where cancer, heart disease or illness does not exist. The apostle Paul put it
this way in I Corinthians 15:16, “If only for this life we have hoped in Christ, we are
to be pitied more than all men.”
As much as we miss Susie, Johnnie and Emiko and Yae, we can take comfort that one
day we will be reunited with them in the kingdom of heaven. The apostle Paul put it this
way in I Thessalonians 4:13, “13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be
ignorant about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of
mankind, who have no hope.”
Let us continue to pray for the many family and friends who mourn the passing of their
loved ones and give thanks for the promise of God in Matthew 5:4, “Blessed are they that
mourn for they shall be comforted.”
In The Hope We Have Through Christ,
Pastor Ted

Joys and Concerns
Please continue to pray for

Anne Bevier, Don and Dori Chin, Pastor Ted and Sherry Esaki, Cary Gota, Ginny Heun,
Adele and Marian Kageyama, Kiku Kuwatani, Hiro Manaka, Joan Ouye, Lyle and Meja Quock, Jean Tanaka,
Tomi Tanaka, Nami Uyeda, Hedy Yamamoto, Setsuko Yamanishi, May Wong,
Pat and Shirley Wong, George Wooding.
The Montoya family with the passing of Johnnie and Emiko.
The Kuwatani family with the passing of Yaeko (Yae).
Prayers for our church family, for members who are ill, those away from their loved ones, and those who are
concerned for family and friends.
Prayers for the citizens of our world that we may defeat this Coronavirus.
Prayers for our medical professionals, first responders, emergency workers, caregivers, grocery clerks., teachers
Prayers for those who have been laid off or are without income.
Prayers for our research and medical scientists as they work for vaccines and a cure for COVID19.
Prayers for our world leaders as they deal with the complex issues facing their nations and our world community.
Prayers for our state and local leaders as they work to keep our communities safe.
Prayers for social justice, racial equality, and peace.
While we have worship services on ZOOM, please let Pastor Ted know via email or a phone call if you have any
prayer requests.
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COME AND JOIN A BIBLE STUDY
Magnify * Maturity * Membership * Ministry * Mission

Please join us.

Let’s

Let’s learn together.

Daily Devotional: Everyday Pastor Ted writes a Daily Devotional that you can receive online through our
church webpage: elesteropc.org and click on This Week
Wednesday Bible Study: Every Wednesday morning, 10:30 – 11:45 am, online through ZOOM.
A follow up of Pastor Ted’s Sunday Worship Service message. Discussion follows a review of Sunday’s sermon
with the Sunday worship study guide. Please watch for Pastor Ted’s invitation to join each Wednesday’s Bible
Study on ZOOM. If you would like to join a ZOOM online Bible study, please contact Pastor Ted for more
information.
Thursday Evening Q&A: Every Thursday evening, 7:00 pm, Pastor Ted will host a session of questions
and answers about Christianity and the Bible. You may submit your questions to Pastor Ted via email and he will
respond to your thoughts on Thursday evening. All are welcome to join the group for discussion and in depth
learning. Please contact or email Pastor Ted if you are interested and your questions.
Friday Evening Prayer Meeting: Every Friday evening, 7:00 pm, Pastor Ted will host a prayer meeting.
All are welcome to join the prayer session for fellowship, joys and concerns, personal prayer and prayers for those
on the weekly Prayer Fuel. This is a ZOOM meeting. Please email Pastor Ted for the ZOOM invitation.

pted.eepc@gmail.com

Mission Giving 2021
El Estero Presbyterian Church sets aside Mission Giving funds each year to provide support to various
charities identified by our Outreach Branch, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and our church family.
Organizations that receive grants are invited each year to share with our congregation their
accomplishments during worship service. Support for Ministries may also take the form of providing
services, materials or physical assistance in making objects requested by the organization.
The nomination period for our congregation to suggest possible recipients to the Outreach Branch for
consideration is now OPEN. Please use the Mission Giving Request form which is available to be
downloaded on our church website: http://www.elesteropc.org/mission-giving and return it by August
19th to the church. The Outreach Branch will prayerfully review the submissions in order to make
recommendation to Session.
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Coach Ken’s Corner
Having been a teacher and coach for so long my calendar revolves
around a school calendar. So for me, summer is over and school is
about to start.
All summer I would have prepared the fall athletes to condition themselves for their upcoming
fall sports. We’d be stretching, running, swimming, lifting weights and conditioning. The first
days of practice was not to get in shape, but continue your summer fitness program.
Unless you’re getting ready to play football or another fall sport I hope you have been following
your year-around fitness regime. As we get older it easy to take some time off from a fitness
program that hopefully benefits your general health. I find that daily stretching, some light
cardio work, a little strength work will make you better equipped to tackle your daily routines.
Along with your physical fitness, don’t forget your mental fitness. Feeling good about yourself
and what you’re doing goes a long way to overall fitness. I hope that your lives are getting back
to somewhat normal. Being outdoors, breathing clean air and being active outdoors is good
for your overall health. The weather on the peninsula has been pretty mild. We might see
some warmer weather coming our way in the next couple of months, or Indian Summer.
As a refresher, next months Coach’s Corner we will revisit some of our daily exercises, incase
you’ve forgotten what to do. Until then stay active, stand tall, keep those muscles and joints
working.

Our Hiking Fellowship will be taking this month off.
There will not be a hike in August. See you on September 25, 9:30 am.
Pastor Ted will let us know the site and the meeting place.
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During this time with our church activities suspended, let us know how you have been staying busy.
Here are some photos from our church friends. Send Marilyn a photo to let us see what you have been
doing.

Scott’s Koi. Nancy
On The Mosel. Irene

Wet Paris
Morning.
Mark
Pt San Luis Lighthouse. Mark
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Old Mill Bellefonte, PA. Lynn

Church Door Carroll Gardens.
Brooklyn. Nancy

Long Island Sound Sunset. Nancy

Trees, Del Monte Forest. Mar
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Daffodil sketch. Lynn

Daffodil Study. Lynn
Fish Hopper Dawn. Mark

Fish Hopper Dawn. Mark

Spring Tulips. Lynn

Barn with Smoky Sky. Nancy
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Two Koi. Lynn

Shadows. Mark

Yosemite Falls.
Nancy

Sailors’ Delight.
KC
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Misty Mountains.
Lynn

Misty Falls.
Mark

Grizzly Falls.
KC

9

Sunflowers.
Irene

Lillies.
Irene

Spritzer Study. Tim
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Pink Ladies.
Rose

Reflections.
Tim

Spritzer Study.
Rose

•
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SEPTEMBER 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Sunday Worship Service on ZOOM starts
at 10:30 am.
Communion is celebrated on the first
Sunday of each month.
5

10:30 am
Worship Service
on ZOOM

6

7

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

10:30 am Bible Study
on ZOOM

10:00 am Finance
mtg
7:00 pm Q & A on
Christianity and
the Bible on ZOOM

Friday

Saturday

3

4

7:00 pm
Prayer Mtg
on ZOOM

10:00 am ART on
ZOOM

8

9

10

11

10:30 am Bible Study
on ZOOM

7:00 pm Q & A on
Christianity and
the Bible on ZOOM

7:00 pm
Prayer Mtg
on ZOOM

10:00 am ART on
ZOOM

14

15

16

17

18

3:00 pm
Outreach Mtg

Echoes Articles Due

9:30 am
Session/Deacons
Mtg.

7:00 pm
Prayer Mtg

10:00 am ART on
ZOOM

Labor
Day Holiday

Communion

12

13

10:30 am
Worship Service
on ZOOM

10:30 am Bible Study
on ZOOM

12:30 pm Session
Mtg

19

7:00 pm Q & A on
Christianity and
the Bible on ZOOM

20

21

10:30 am
Worship Service
on ZOOM

26
10:30 am
Worship Service
on ZOOM

on ZOOM

27

28

22

23

24

25

10:30 am Bible Study
on ZOOM

7:00 pm Q & A on
Christianity and
the Bible on ZOOM

7:00 pm
Prayer Mtg
on ZOOM.

9:30 am Hiking
Fellowship

29

30

10:30 am Bible Study
on ZOOM

7:00 pm Q & A on
Christianity and
the Bible on ZOOM

7:00 – 8:00 pm
Spiritual Growth Mtg

Church’s ZOOM worship service on Sundays, 10:30 am,
please contact Pastor Ted Esaki and watch for his email invitation. To access the “Sermon Outline” and the “Worship
Bulletin” for Sunday’s worship service, go to our website elesteropc.org and click on Messages.
To join our Wednesday morning Bible Study 10:30 am on ZOOM, please contact Pastor Ted and watch for his email
invitation.
To join our Thursday evening Q & A session 7:00 – 8:00 pm on ZOOM, please contact Pastor Ted and watch for his
email invitation.
To join our Friday evening Prayer Meeting 7:00 pm on ZOOM, please contact Pastor Ted and watch for his email
invitation.
To join our Open Art Studio on Saturday, 10:00 am on ZOOM, please contact Bob McIntyre and watch for Lynn’s email
invitation
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El Estero Presbyterian Church
490 Camino El Estero
Monterey, CA 93940
831.375-6622
E mail: elesteropc@gmail.com

Yet to all who did receive him,
to those who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God—
John 1:12
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