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The Mission of the El Estero Presbyterian Church is to Glorify God
through a Grateful Commitment
to the Great Commandment and the Great Commission.

Pastor Ted’s Message
Emmanuel – God With Us
There is a Persian legend about a great monarch named Shah Abbis who
reigned centuries ago. The Shah was a kind and gentle man who deeply
loved people. In order to understand his people better, he would
sometimes mingle with them using various kinds of disguises.
One day, he dressed up as a poor man and went to the public baths. There he sat
beside the man who tended the furnace. At meal time he shared the lonely man’s food,
talking with him as a friend. Again and again, the Shah visited him until the man grew to
love him.
Sometime later the Shah revealed to the poor man who he really was. The Shah
waited expecting the man to ask for some great gift or favor. But the poor man simply
gazed in wonder.
Overcome with amazement, the man spoke at last, “Do you mean to tell me that you
left your palace and your kingdom to sit with me in this humble place, to eat my coarse food,
and to care whether my heart was glad or heavy? On others you may bestow great riches,
but to me you have given a much greater gift; you have given me yourself. I ask only that
you never withdraw the gift of your friendship.”
In just a few days, billions of people around the world will pause to celebrate the birth
of the King of Kings coming down from the glories of heaven to share his life with us. The
birth of our Lord Jesus fulfilled the promise that was given centuries earlier when the prophet
Isaiah proclaimed, “Behold, a virgin will be with child, and shall bring forth a Son, and they
shall call His name Emmanuel, which means God with us.”
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It is an awesome thought to ponder that Jesus, God’s only Son, became a babe in a
manger to come and share His life with us, to come and share in our joys and sorrows.
Just as the Shah loved his people and wanted to come and share in their lives, God
sent His son Jesus to reveal His unconditional love for each of us, to show that He loves us
more than we can imagine.
This Christmas we can personally know the love and fellowship of God through Jesus
Christ our Savior. We can know his abiding presence at all times – to know that He is with
us and wants to share in our lives.
While many people may be familiar with this story, they may never have experienced
God’s presence because they have never received Christ into their hearts. If you have never
received Christ, you can today by saying a simple prayer like:

Dear Lord Jesus;
Thank you for coming to earth as a small babe in a manger. Thank you that you loved
me so much that you died on the cross for my sins. Thank you that you died to forgive me of
my sins and to give me the free gift of eternal life. I now invite you into my heart to be my
Savior and Lord. Thank you for coming into my life. In Jesus name I pray. Amen.
I hope that this Christmas season will be filled with great joy and blessings for you and
your loved ones as you realize that God is with us.
Pastor Ted

Thank you for celebrating the season of Advent with our church family.
Advent expresses a deep longing for the coming of Christ. We remember
His coming long ago, we celebrate His coming among us today, and we
look forward to His final coming in glory. We light 5 candles for Advent. One for
each Sunday in December and one on Christmas Eve as we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord,
Jesus Christ. We give thanks for the true meaning of Christmas with hope, peace, joy, love, and the
light of the world. As Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk
in darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12
Thank you for your Christmas offering which supports our church programs.
Joys and Concerns
Please continue to pray for

Don Chin, Virginia Dodds, Sherry Esaki, Ginny Heun, Adele and Marian Kageyama, Reiko Kageyama,
Kiku Kuwatani, Dorothy Maceira, Royal and Hiro Manaka, Susie Marquez, Marilyn and Mike Masatani,
Joan Ouye, Ron Peet, Lyle and Meja Quock, Jeffrey Shen, Lily Uyeda, Nami Uyeda,
Hisao and Setsuko Yamanishi, Dave Walker, May Wong, George Wooding,
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COME AND JOIN A BIBLE STUDY
Magnify * Maturity * Membership * Ministry * Mission

Please join us.

Let’s learn together.

Prayer Meeting: Every Sunday, 8:30 – 9:15 am, Pastor Ted’s office.
Adult Discipleship: Every Sunday morning, 9:30 – 10:15 am, Fellowship Hall.
This Bible Study is structured as small group studies with 5 or 6 people in a group. There is a weekly study guide
for your daily Bible reading at home and questions to guide your studies. Discussion follows in the small groups on
Sunday morning. Everyone is welcome to join at any time during our studies.
Wednesday Bible Study: Every Wednesday morning, 10:30 – 11:45 am, upstairs.
A follow up of Pastor Ted’s Sunday Worship Service message. Discussion follows a review of Sunday’s sermon
with the Sunday worship study guide. This Bible study also reflects on the Discipleship reading of the previous
week as Pastor Ted links his Sunday morning message to the Discipleship studies.
Evening Bible Study: First and third Friday of each month, 6:00 pm. College students, young adults,
working folks, all are welcome to join this evening Bible Study. This Bible Study meets at Pastor Ted’s home.

Our church is planning an El Estero Senior Fellowship for our church family and our
community. Our Senior Fellowship will be meeting on the last Tuesday of each month from 10:00
am to noon. Mark your calendar for Tuesday, January 29, 2019 for our first meeting. We are
planning to include a devotional, singing, activities, exercises, speakers, helpful hints for seniors,
and lunch. There will be a $5.00 fee per person. Please sign up on the bulletin board if you are
interested. We are looking forward to being happy and healthy seniors together.

Our Service Volunteers for January 2019
January

Leader

Greeters

Ushers

Coffee

6

Pastor Ted

Mark H.
Nancy H.

Dori C.
Helen N.

El Estero

13

Pastor Ted

Johnnie M.
Emiko M.

Tom G.
Lyle Q.

Marilyn K.

20

Richard M.

Yae K.
Hiroko K.

Junki K.
Helen N.

Joyce G.

27

Pastor Ted

Bob McI.
Myra M.

Taye S.
Robert S.

Nancy H.

Flowers

El Estero

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO FILL WORSHIP TEAM ASSIGNMENTS Please let Marilyn know in which position
you would like to serve. New greeters, ushers, and coffee volunteers are welcome. The sign up sheet is on the hallway bulletin
board. You may sign up with a relative or a friend.

For our Christmas Worship Service on Sunday, December 23, please bring cookies to share.
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As you can see we had a wonderful Thanksgiving Potluck Lunch at church. Oh so many
delicious dishes to try and lots of pie, pie, pie!!! Let’s remember to always give grateful Thanks
to our Lord for the many blessings of love, fellowship, caring, kindness, and peace that we have
in our lives. Thank you to our creative Outreach members for hosting another wonderful feast.
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January 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

Thursday
3

Friday
4

Saturday
5

Sunday Worship Service starts at
10:30 am.
Communion will be celebrated on the
first Sunday of the month.

New Year’s Day

6 8:30 –9:15 am

7

8

9

10

11

12

14

15

16

17

18

19

Echoes Articles
Due

10:00 – noon
Open Art
Studio

Prayer Meeting

6:00 pm
Bible Study at
Pastor Ted’s
home
10:00 am
Finance Meeting

9:30 – 10:15 am
Adult Discipleship

10:30 am Bible
Study

Communion

9:00 – Noon
Quarterly
Session
Deacons
Meeting

10:00 - noon
Open Art
Studio

Children’s Sunday School
Noon Outreach Meeting

13 8:30 –9:15 am
Prayer Meeting

10:30 am Ukulele
Practice

9:30 – 10:15 am
Adult Discipleship

10:30 am Bible
Study
12:15 Ukulele
Practice

6:00 pm
Bible Study at
Pastor Ted’s
home

Children’s Sunday School
Noon Session Meeting

20 8:30 –9:15 am
Prayer Meeting

9:30 – 10:15 am
Adult Discipleship

21

22

23

24

29

30

31

Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day
Holiday

10:30 am Bible
Study
12:15 Ukulele
Practice

25

26

9:00 am
Hiking
Fellowship

Wayne Shen to speak
Children’s Sunday School

27 8:30 –9:15 am
Prayer Meeting

9:30 – 10:15 am
Adult Discipleship

28
10:30 am Ukulele
Practice

10:00 – Noon
El Estero Senior
Fellowship

10:30 am Bible
Study
12:15 Ukulele
Practice

Children’s Sunday School

The Hiking Fellowship will not meet in the month of December. Hikers and walkers
will meet again in January, 2019. Happy walking and hiking into the new year!!!
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El Estero Presbyterian Church
490 Camino El Estero
Monterey, CA 93940
831.375-6622
E mail: elesteropc@gmail.com

May the joy and blessings of Christmas be with you and
your family and may you experience love, joy, peace,
and hope in the New Year. We look forward to
working, praying, and worshipping together in 2019.
Thank you for your ongoing support of El Estero Presbyterian Church.
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