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Pastor Ted’s Message
THANKSGIVING MORE THAN EVER
Can you think of a year when we need Thanksgiving more than ever?
What a year 2020 has been. Covid-19 has taken the lives of over a
million people worldwide and 240,000 here in the United States. Racial
tensions have caused destruction and violence, and the 2020 presidential
election has divided our nation, families, friendships and churches. For
many, 2020 has been a year of unprecedented loss, heartache and
stress.
For the Esaki family, this year’s family tradition of gathering together for Thanksgiving
and Christmas may be put on pause and who knows when families will be able to gather
again.
As we celebrate Thanksgiving in a few days, we remember that this is a holiday with
deep biblical roots. The Apostle Paul wrote in I Thessalonians 5:18, “Be thankful in all
circumstances.” I must admit that it is the “in all” part of this verse that challenges me. I
can be thankful for a lot of things, a lot of the times, but to be thankful “in all” circumstances
is difficult.
When our church family has lost loved ones and we see church members who are sick,
suffering, and having surgeries, that is difficult to give thanks for. When we see social and
racial injustice across our nation, it is hard to give thanks.. What Paul was saying was that
we do not have to be thankful for the circumstance but in the circumstance. When my two
wives passed away that was not a time to be thankful for the circumstance. Rather I could
be thankful in the circumstance knowing that God is the Sovereign Lord who rules and reigns
over all things and can bring about good in the midst of challenging circumstances.
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By giving thanks in all circumstances we gain strength. We gain perseverance. We're
reminded that true joy is never based on how we feel or our outside circumstances. We're
understanding that God's ways are bigger, His thoughts are higher, and we can be assured
that He holds us in His hands.
Thanksgiving for the Christian is not just a day out of the year where we gather around
with family and friends for a wonderful turkey dinner with all the trimmings, but thanksgiving
is to be a lifestyle where every day we count our blessings.
With the trials and tribulations we as individuals and our nation face this year, we need
Thanksgiving More Than Ever. Sherry and I wish you all a very blessed Thanksgiving.
Gratefully,
Pastor Ted

Joys and Concerns
Please continue to pray for

Don and Dori Chin, Pastor Ted and Sherry Esaki, Ginny Heun, Adele and Marian Kageyama, Mike Kelly,
Kiku Kuwatani, Hiro Manaka, Susie Marquez, Johnnie and Emiko Montoya, Joan Ouye, Lyle and Meja Quock,
Jean Tanaka, Tomi Tanaka, Lily Uyeda, Nami Uyeda, Hedy Yamamoto, Setsuko Yamanishi, Dave Walker,
May Wong, Pat and Shirley Wong, George Wooding.
Prayers for our church family, for members who are ill, those away from their loved ones, and those who are
concerned for family and friends.
Prayers for the citizens of our world that we may defeat this CoronaVirus.
Prayers for our medical professionals, first responders, emergency workers, caregivers, grocery clerks.
Prayers for those who have been laid off or are without income.
Prayers for our research and medical scientists as they work for a vaccine or cure for COVID19.
Prayers for our world leaders as they deal with the complex issues facing their nations and our world community.
Prayers for our state and local leaders as they work to keep our communities safe.
Prayers for social justice, racial equality, and peace.
While we have worship services on ZOOM, please let Pastor Ted know via email or a phone call if you have any
prayer requests.
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COME AND JOIN A BIBLE STUDY
Magnify * Maturity * Membership * Ministry * Mission

Please join us.

Let’s

Let’s learn together.

Daily Devotional: Everyday Pastor Ted writes a Daily Devotional that you can receive online through our
church webpage: elesteropc.org and click on This Week
Wednesday Bible Study: Every Wednesday morning, 10:30 – 11:45 am, online through ZOOM.
A follow up of Pastor Ted’s Sunday Worship Service message. Discussion follows a review of Sunday’s sermon
with the Sunday worship study guide. Please watch for Pastor Ted’s invitation to join each Wednesday’s Bible
Study on ZOOM. If you would like to join a ZOOM online Bible study, please contact Pastor Ted for more
information.
Thursday Evening Q&A: Every Thursday evening, 7:00 pm, Pastor Ted will host a session of questions
and answers about Christianity and the Bible. You may submit your questions to Pastor Ted via email and he will
respond to your thoughts on Thursday evening. All are welcome to join the group for discussion and in depth
learning. Please contact or email Pastor Ted if you are interested and your questions.

pted.eepc@gmail.com

Coach Ken’s Corner

Wow, elections are behind us and we’re moving towards the holiday season. Hope
everyone is well, staying safe, wearing a mask, washing those hands, and practicing social
distancing. I hope you are all finding some time to keep yourself limber, stretching muscles
and joints, a trying do some cardio work. You’ve got to keep that heart pumping.
With the holidays coming that means we’re eating probably more than we should. I'd try
and say let’s do push aways from the table, but that’s no fun. Instead, let’s just say eat
sensibly and do the “TURKEY TROT!” What’s the turkey trot? The turkey trot is taking a
nice leisurely walk outdoors during the holidays. With the cooler weather, dress warm and
walk 20 to 30 minutes everyday. While you’re walking, breathe deeply, swing your arms.
Remember to stretch before and after your turkey trot.
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving and keep moving.
Coach Ken
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During this time with our church activities suspended, let us know how you have been staying busy.
Here are some photos from our church friends. Send Marilyn a photo to let us see what you have been
doing.
Tomi Tanaka is the featured artist in the Carmel Pine Cone for October 30. You can read the article at
this link
http://pineconearchive.fileburst.com/downloads201030.html Download October 30 Main
News Section. The article starts on page 23A. It is a great article about Tomi and her life and her art.

Harlem, NYC. Mar

Oakland Tribune Building. Mark

The Blob.
Mike

San Francisco Street. Nancy
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Milan Cathedral, Duomo Milano. Irene

Boston Alley. Mark

Bookshop. Mar

Autumn in Pennsylvania.
Nancy

Homemade Almond Horns. Don
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Fig Harvest. Mark
Elkhorn Slough. Lynn

Apple Tree. Mar

Dalles, Oregon. Nancy

Holland Epo.
Tomi
Plums In Glass Bowl
Mark
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WE LOVE OUR PETS !!!

Pat and his parakeet, “Sunny”.

Mochi Wong, concert pianist

Tucker, the cat, taking Richard for a walk.
Window watching. Momo and Tucker

Yae and Mr. Curry

Family
Mark

Family Portrait.
Mark, Abbey, Nancy
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Huey Esaki.
Sherry’s new kitty.

Please take some time to view the National Watercolor Society’s “100th International Open
Exhibition 2020”, a virtual tour of their submitted and awarded paintings. 100th NWS IOE Virtual
Opening 2020 You will be inspired and amazed at the subject matter and the styles of the
watercolor paintings. The virtual show will run through February 20, 2021. Be sure to note Bob
McIntyre’s “Bottoms Up” abstract watercolor painting in the show.
Congratulations Bob!!! You will always be an award winner for all of us

Sugar Pines. Lynn

Sugar Pines. Lynn

Our Grapes. Nancy

Abstract. Mike
Abstract. Mike

Lakeside.
Linda
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DECEMBER 2020
Sunday

Monday Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday Worship Service on ZOOM starts at 10:30 am.

1

6

7

8

2nd Sunday of
Advent

2

3

10:30 am Bible Study
on ZOOM

7:00 pm Q & A on
Christianity and the
Bible on ZOOM

9

10

10:30 am Bible Study
on ZOOM

7:00 pm Q & A on
Christianity and the
Bible on ZOOM

16

17

18

19

10:30 am Bible Study
on ZOOM

7:00 pm Q & A on
Christianity and the
Bible on ZOOM

Echoes
Articles Due

10:00 am ART
on ZOOM

23

24

25

26

10:30 am Worship
Service on ZOOM

13

14

15

3rd Sunday of
Advent

10:30 am Worship
Service on ZOOM

20

21

22

4th Sunday of
Advent

5
10:00 am ART
on ZOOM

11

6:00 pm
Candlelight
Service

10:30 am Worship
Service on ZOOM

27

4

12
10:00 am ART
on ZOOM

Christmas
Day

on ZOOM

28

29

30

31

New Year’s
Eve

10:30 am Worship
Service on ZOOM

To join our El Estero Church’s ZOOM worship service on Sundays, 10:30 am,
please contact Dave Rolontz and watch for his email invitation. To access the “Sermon Outline” and the “Worship
Bulletin” for Sunday’s worship service, go to our website elesteropc.org and click on Messages.
To join our Wednesday morning Bible Study 10:30 am on ZOOM, please contact Pastor Ted and watch for his email
invitation.
To join our Thursday evening Q & A session 7:00 – 8:00 pm on ZOOM, please contact Pastor Ted and watch for his
email invitation.
To join our Open Art Studio on Saturday, 10:00 am on ZOOM, please contact Bob McIntyre and watch for Lynn’s email
invitation.
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El Estero Presbyterian Church
490 Camino El Estero
Monterey, CA 93940
831.375-6622
E mail: elesteropc@gmail.com

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting,
and his truth endureth to all generations.
Psalm 100 : 4 - 5
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